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to the Governor of West Bengal S

No. éq 8—- é Date: 29[ 5']9.5(

Message

The Hon’ble Governor of West Bengal conveys his warm greetings and heartfelt
congratulations to the Indian Centre for Space Physics (ICSP) on the occasion of
its 25th Anniversary.

As the first private startup in space science in India, ICSP has played a
pioneering role in advancing research, innovation, and public understanding of
astronemy and space science. It's remarkable journey over the past quarter-
century stands as a testament to the transformative power of scientific inquiry
and private initiative.

The Hon’ble Governor especially appreciates the efforts of ICSP in establishing
the Astronomy and Space Museum and engaging in collaborative work with
leading universities, including the University of Calcutta and University of Gour
Banga. Such initiatives foster a vibrant ecosystem for scientific learning and
exploration, inspiring future generations to dream beyond boundaries.

The proposed publication “Looking Back”, documenting the milestones and
contributions of ICSP, will serve as an important chronicle of scientific
advancement in India. It will also act as a beacon for aspiring scientists and
institutions venturing into the vast expanse of space science.

The Hon’ble Governor extends his best wishes to Prof. Sandip Kumar
Chakrabarti, the faculty, researchers, and associates of ICSP for continued

success in their noble mission.

With warm regards,

HShrikumar Bandopadhyay

Prof. Sandip Kumar Chakrabarti
Director, Indian Centre for Space Physics
466 Barakhola, Netaji Nagar,

Singhabari Road, Kolkata — 700099
E:mail- Sandip@csp.res.in
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I am glad to learn that Indiah Centre for Space Physics will soon

be publishing its Silver Jubilee Issue - ‘Looking Back’— to commemorate
25 years of its remarkable journey as a centre of research, development,
and training in the arena of space science and allied disciplines.

-On this significant milestone, I convey my heartiest greetings and
best wishes to the stUdents, faculty, scholars and staff of the institute, and
wish the Centre even greater success in the years to come.

b | (Mamata Banerjee)

Prof. Sandip K. Chakrabarti
Director N )
Indian Centre for Space Physics
466, Barakhola, Netai Nagar
Kelkata — 700 099
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Consulate General of the United States of America

July 26, 2024

Prof. Sandip Kumar Chakrabarti

Director of Museum of Astronomy & Space Science
466, Barakhola, Netai Nagar

Kolkata - 700099

Dear Professor Chakrabarti,

I am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude to you and your team for
assisting us with the décor for our 248" U.S. National Day. The entire experience,
from planning to execution, was nothing short of exceptional, and it made a
significant positive impact on the guests and audiences.

U.S. Ambassador to India Eric Garcetti envisaged our 2024 National Day
celebrations in India as “From the Sea to the Stars” themed events and that is
exactly what you and your museum delivered for us. The artefacts, posters, and
satellite models were outstanding and left our guests wanting more. We received
numerous compliments from our guests about the beautiful and educational
décor and cosmic atmosphere your museum team created for us. Many guests
said they had not been aware of your museum and expressed interest in using
their ticket to visit. Please do let us know how many people redeem the ticket.

We thank you for your personalized and thought-provoking video message,
which was also well-received by our guests when it played during our event. | am
also very grateful for your making the connection with India’s most sought after
cosmonaut, Wing Commander Rakesh Sharma. His personal message also
provided another “wow” factor for our celebration.

On behalf of the U.S. Consulate General Kolkata team, please convey our
sincerest thanks to everyone involved in making our 2024 event such a
memorable occasion. We look forward to our nations working together to
explore space for generations to come.

Sincerely,

elinda P&vek
Consul General

5/1, Ho Chi Minh Sarani, Kolkata 700 071, India
Tel: 91-33-6827-2400 Fax: 91-33-6827 2416
Web: https./fin.usembassy.gov




-------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Consular, Kolkata <ConsularKolkata@state.gov>

Date: Thu, Nov 14, 2024 at 1:275PM
Subject: Thank You - U.S. Consulate General, Kolkata

To: sandipchakrabarti9@gmail.com <sandipchakrabarti9@gmail.com>

Dear Dr. Chakrabarti,
| hope this message finds you well.

On behalf of the U.S. Consul ate General of
our heartfelt thanks to the Indian Center for Space Physics, for the wonderful and warm
welcome we received during our visit on Consular Leadership Day, November 13, 2024. Your
hospitality and the insightful tour of your space museum made our visit truly memorable and
greatly contributedtoourConsul ar tenets of #AThinking GI

We were impressed by the cutting-edge research in various challenging branches of
Astronomy, Astrophysics, Space Science and innovative projects being undertaken at your
center. The detailed presentations and the opportunity to interact with your talented team
provided us with a deeper understanding of the significant contributions your institution is
making to the field of space physics.

The visit has left a lasting positive impact on our team, and we are grateful for the chance to
engage with such a dedicated and knowledgeable group of professionals. The discussions we
had were not only enlightening but also inspiring, and we look forward to the possibility of
future collaborations and continued engagement.

Thank you once again for your generosity and for making our visit so enjoyable. We truly
appreciate the effort and time you dedicated to ensuring our visit was a success.
Best,

Karl Mercer / Consular Chief
United States Consulate / Kolkata, India
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COMMISSARIAT A L'ENERGIE ATOMIQUE ET AUX ENERGIES ALTERNATIVES
DIRECTION DE LA RECHERCHE FONDAMENTALE

INSTITUT DE RECHERCHE SUR LES LOIS FONDAMENTALES DE L'UNIVERS
DEPARTEMENT D’ ASTROPHYSIQUE

I am happy to see that ICSP 1s already 25 years old. It was created by Sandip
to fill a gap in the eastern sector of India. I was present during its Foundation
stone laying ceremony at the Integrated Campus and for the Museum of
Astronomy and Space Science inauguration.

[ was also present during the maiden flight launching at the upcoming balloon
facility at Chandrapur. I am happy to have contributed a 1:10 scale model of our
highly successful satellite named INTEGRAL to the Museum of Astronomy and
Space Science which is kept in the Space Hall of the museum.

I see that though it is primarily a research Institute producing about half a century

PhD students, its public outreach program is enviable. Its low budget
stratospheric balloon program is very exciting and even produced several PhDs.

I hope that ICSP will go a long way to fulfill the aspirations of the people
of West Bengal and the eastern region of India. I look forward to having
collaborative activities with ICSP in future.

Sincerely,

Prof. Dr. Philippe Laurent
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Foreword

It is impossible to believe that the Institute which we registered only the other day, has completed

twenty-f i ve | ong years and count i ng!CerAre forfSpacesPhysicsave b « th
soon it became an fAOasi so, attracting dozens of
PhD work. After our own space exploration program using stratospheric balloons and after successful

test and evaluation program of RT-2 Satel |l ite payl oads, we d édiand e d
Centre for Space Physics6 i n 2007. OQurs is the fupindndia gnd haveat e

flown 114 flights to near space to explore the Universe in various wave lengths at a very low cost.
Today, our scientists have published numerous scientific papers in Astrobiology, Compact objects such
as black holes, lonospheric Research and Earthquakes, Optical Astronomy, Space Instrumentation,
etc. in International Journals and on an average produced two PhD students per year. In the first
twenty-three years our office was in rented places, and only recently we shifted to the present location
on the Eastern Bypass on a lease-hold land given to us by the Government of West Bengal. While we
brought many major projects from various funding agencies of Govt. of India, the State of West Bengal
has been supporting us since inception, nurturing us with funds, perhaps just enough to keep us going,
without which we would not have achieved so much in such a short period of time. Today we are proud
to have a 38000 sqft building in the heart of Kolkata (and next to a Metro station too!) as our head
office. This building also houses a Museum of Astronomy and Space Science with over 1200 rare
exhibits, attracting numerous visitors every day.

At Sitapur (West Medinipur), about 80km from our Kolkata Office, we have created an lonospheric and
Earthquake Research Centre and Optical Observatory (IERCOO), housing the largest Optical
Telescope in Eastern India. It has a guest house where about sixty visitors can stay overnight. Apart
from intense research activities, educational tours are conducted and many school and college
students visit here. Many common space enthusiasts visit there as a part of the Astro-tourism program
of ICSP.

At Chandrapur (Birbhum), on a 2 Acre land, we are constructing a Stratospheric Balloon Facility.
Typically balloons which can carry about 6-10kg payloads will be launched from this facility. There will
be facilities to train young students to make payloads and launch from here. Meanwhile, we are testing
motors for rockets. Once we cross the Radiosonde regime, we can concentrate on studies at higher
altitude using satellites.

ICSP is primarily a research and development organization with an active wing to serve common space
enthusiasts. We are pragmatic. We love to share space research excitements with students in all the
sectors, especially in ionospheric research, optical astronomy, space instrumentation and balloon borne
science and thus chose experiments where younger generation may also get involved and inspired.
For the last quarter of a century we have carried out our job well. Now that the infra-structure is
complete, in the next twenty-five years, we anticipate a ten-fold growth in our activities.

., > T ¢

Sandip K. Chakrabarti
Founder General Secretary and Director
Indian Centre for Space Physics

Date: 07/12/2024
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How did our j ourney begin?

First newspaper advertisements before reqistering the Centre

Bengali Newspaper: AajKaal English  Newspaper:  Business
Standard
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