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-------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Consular, Kolkata <ConsularKolkata@state.gov>  
Date: Thu, Nov 14, 2024 at 1:27לPM 
Subject: Thank You - U.S. Consulate General, Kolkata  
To: sandipchakrabarti9@gmail.com <sandipchakrabarti9@gmail.com>  
 

Dear Dr. Chakrabarti, 
  
I hope this message finds you well. 
 

On behalf of the U.S. Consulate General of Kolkataôs Consular Section, I would like to extend 
our heartfelt thanks to the Indian Center for Space Physics,  for the wonderful and warm 
welcome we received during our visit on Consular Leadership Day, November 13, 2024. Your 
hospitality and the insightful tour of your space museum made our visit truly memorable and 
greatly contributed to our Consular tenets of ñThinking Globallyò and ñCommunication.ò 
 

 We were impressed by the cutting-edge research in various challenging branches of 
Astronomy, Astrophysics, Space Science and innovative projects being undertaken at your 
center. The detailed presentations and the opportunity to interact with your talented team 
provided us with a deeper understanding of the significant contributions your institution is 
making to the field of space physics. 
 

The visit has left a lasting positive impact on our team, and we are grateful for the chance to 
engage with such a dedicated and knowledgeable group of professionals. The discussions we 
had were not only enlightening but also inspiring, and we look forward to the possibility of 
future collaborations and continued engagement. 
 

Thank you once again for your generosity and for making our visit so enjoyable. We truly 
appreciate the effort and time you dedicated to ensuring our visit was a success. 
 

Best,  
 

Karl Mercer / Consular Chief  
United States Consulate / Kolkata, India  
 
 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED  
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Foreword  

 
It is impossible to believe that the Institute which we registered only the other day, has completed 
twenty-five long years and counting! At first, we chose its name to be ñCentre for Space Physicsò but 
soon it became an ñOasisò, attracting dozens of young students each year who wanted to carry out 
PhD work. After our own space exploration program using stratospheric balloons and after successful 
test and evaluation program of RT-2 Satellite payloads, we decided to change the name to ñIndian 
Centre for Space Physicsò in 2007. Ours is the first private sector space start-up in India and have 
flown 114 flights to near space to explore the Universe in various wave lengths at a very low cost. 
Today, our scientists have published numerous scientific papers in Astrobiology, Compact objects such 
as black holes, Ionospheric Research and Earthquakes, Optical Astronomy, Space Instrumentation, 
etc. in International Journals and on an average produced two PhD students per year. In the first 
twenty-three years our office was in rented places, and only recently we shifted to the present location 
on the Eastern Bypass on a lease-hold land given to us by the Government of West Bengal. While we 
brought many major projects from various funding agencies of Govt. of India, the State of West Bengal 
has been supporting us since inception, nurturing us with funds, perhaps just enough to keep us going, 
without which we would not have achieved so much in such a short period of time. Today we are proud 
to have a 38000 sqft building in the heart of Kolkata (and next to a Metro station too!) as our head 
office. This building also houses a Museum of Astronomy and Space Science with over 1200 rare 
exhibits, attracting numerous visitors every day. 
 
At Sitapur (West Medinipur), about 80km from our Kolkata Office, we have created an Ionospheric and 
Earthquake Research Centre and Optical Observatory (IERCOO), housing the largest Optical 
Telescope in Eastern India. It has a guest house where about sixty visitors can stay overnight. Apart 
from intense research activities, educational tours are conducted and many school and college 
students visit here. Many common space enthusiasts visit there as a part of the Astro-tourism program 
of ICSP. 
 
At Chandrapur (Birbhum), on a 2 Acre land, we are constructing a Stratospheric Balloon Facility. 
Typically balloons which can carry about 6-10kg payloads will be launched from this facility. There will 
be facilities to train young students to make payloads and launch from here. Meanwhile, we are testing 
motors for rockets. Once we cross the Radiosonde regime, we can concentrate on studies at higher 
altitude using satellites. 
 
ICSP is primarily a research and development organization with an active wing to serve common space 
enthusiasts. We are pragmatic. We love to share space research excitements with students in all the 
sectors, especially in ionospheric research, optical astronomy, space instrumentation and balloon borne 
science and thus chose experiments where younger generation may also get involved and inspired.  
For the last quarter of a century we have carried out our job well. Now that the infra-structure is 
complete,  in the next twenty-five years, we anticipate a ten-fold growth in our activities. 
 

 
 

 
Sandip K. Chakrabarti 
Founder General Secretary and Director 
Indian Centre for Space Physics 

 
Date: 07/12/2024 
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How did our j ourney begin?  

 

First newspaper advertisements before registering the Centre  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A 

1999 

B 

1999 

Bengali Newspaper: AajKaal  English Newspaper: Business 
Standard  
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Centre for Space Physics became Indian Centre for Space Physics in 2007  

A 

B 

1999 

2007 

1999 

C 

Signature page of Memorandum of 
Association.  

C: Original Registration Certificate. B: Current 

Registration Certificate  


